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Welcome to the Floodplain Meadows Partership July newsletter. Head to pages 2-3 to find out
about events this year, page 6 to find out about the new FSC Guide to Floodplain Meadows, page 7
to find out about MEADOW WATCH and page 8 for the ‘great sedge debate’.
The 2010 botanical survey program was finally finished on 10
July. We recorded 1552 monitoring quadrats (200 more than
2009) across 14 sites, and the weather was, in general, more
clement than last year, with the exception of a very wet week in
Yorkshire! The weather was perfect for hay making in June for
those lucky enough to get it done; July has been rather more
mixed.

Sunset over the North Meadow hay cut

We revisited most of the sites that were surveyed in 2009 with
the exception of Elm Lea and New Marston Meadows, whilst
adding Clattinger (Wilts), Upham (Gloucs), Clifton Ings (Yorks)
and restoration fields at Cricklade (Wilts) to the list. NVC surveys
were also carried out at Upham and at two sites in the Peak
District. Site visits in Staffordshire during our Steering Group
meeting revealed some hidden treasures.
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Early results suggest that the successful cutting of most sites in
2009 has resulted in some recovery of species richness.
However, the species composition has often not returned to that
of the pre-2008 flooded vegetation. We have taken repeat soil
samples at many sites to monitor the impact of flooding on soil
fertility which may be driving the different colonisation patterns
across sites.

We have also ran, organised or attended 5 site visits, 2 open days, 2 workshops (plus tutored a third), 3
guided walks, and a hay festival. We also held the conference. We have published two new floodplain
meadow leaflets and revised the website.
Within the team, we have gained Irina Tatarenko, an excellent botanist from Russia, who is helping us with
hydrological work, as well as becoming a mainstay of the botanical survey programme. Our PhD students
are gathering pace with their studies and some of you may already have met them on your sites.
We would like to thank everyone involved with the survey this year. It requires good team work to survey
1550 quadrats on 14 sites in 5 weeks. In particular thanks to Mike Dodd and Irina Tatarenko for setting out
canes; to Emma for securing access permissions and field surveyors Irina, Frances Kirkham, Sarah
Lambert, Ellie Sargent, Jim McGinlay, Sonia Newman and Clare Lawson. Finally, a big thank you to all the
farmers and land owners who have allowed us to tread delicately through their hay yet again, Natural
England for permissions, to newsletter contributors and to all our funders and sponsors.

The Light Owler Trust

Floodplain Meadows Partnership Events 2010
I hope this section will give you a flavour not only of what the FMP are doing from April to July, but also the
range of meadow related activities that are going on across the country. If you are involved in organising a
floodplain meadow event, then let us know, we may be able to help out! We would certainly like to find out
what is going on.

Conference April 21st 2010
Floodplain Meadows: a habitat under threat
The Floodplain Meadows Partnership held our first conference in April this year, at the Open University
campus in Milton Keynes. Final attendance topped 160, so we were really pleased with the response. We
were able to offer the registration fee at a reduced rate thanks to kind sponsorship from the Open
University, and that plus an excellent line up of speakers, meant we ended up being much more popular
than we had anticipated, with new registrations even the day before the conference itself.
Aside from a few hitches on the
catering front, the day went
smoothly with a very thought
provoking introduction from John
Rodwell and an excellent session
from our international speakers
on meadow projects and research
around Europe. They demonstrated
to us that restoration can be done,
even without using chemicals to
clear the ground first and that
active intervention is really required
to get the increases in species
richness that we are after. An
Photo: Mike Dodd
afternoon session of practical case
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studies to encourage us to believe
that restoration of meadows is possible and happening in the UK, resulted in our European colleagues
having their eyes opened to the hive of meadow activity on this side of the channel. A final session on
policy, including some interesting debate on meadow archaeology and heritage meant that the day
finished as expected with much food for thought for all involved.
The day was excellently chaired by various members of our steering group (thanks to Richard Jefferson,
Natural England; Ann Skinner, Environment Agency; and Miles King, The Grasslands Trust).
We did not know whether combining academic aspects with the practical and policy ones would work, but
feedback from you suggests that by
and large we were right to try it. It is
encouraging that there is so much
interest out there both in meadows
and in research on meadows.

A small number of delegates and most of the speakers stayed at
the end of the day to have a conference photo taken
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We hope to translate the
presentations from DAT to mpeg
format so they can be downloaded
from the website as audio files, and
at the same time, we will put onto the
website as many of the presentations
in pdf form as we can. All of course
subject to permissions and costs.

Floodplain Meadows Partnership Workshops
A Natural History of Floodplain Meadows

John Rodwell talks about plants at
Mottey Meadows

The first workshop we ran this year was a new
workshop that neither we, nor the Field Studies
Council (FSC) had tried before. This was a course
aimed at exploring the natural and social history of
meadows, with site visits to Mottey Meadows in
Staffordshire and the Wall Farm in Shropshire. The
course was offered at a discounted rate and we had
invited Professor John Rodwell to help tutor.
The course attracted a very wide ranging group of
people and proved stimulating. Of special mention was
the case study that John presented looking at some
archive data from a meadow system in Yorkshire with
some very entertaining stories about the individuals involved. We also had an excellent day out with Neil
Dobson from the Wall Farm providing entertaining and interesting stories about the farm history and his
attempts at meadow restoration. We have provisionally booked a similar workshop next year running
from 3-5th June 2011 with both John and the FSC, and will develop the workshop based on what we
learned from this year. Places are limited, so if you are interested, please reserve a space now!

Floodplain Meadows Workshop 28-30th June
This workshop was aimed at professional conservation staff and others directly involved in meadow
management and was therefore very practically focussed. Registration was discounted because of
generous support from the Open University and it attracted a lot of interest, with the maximum number
of delegates that we could accommodate (25). We based it on last year’s workshop, but incorporated
some of the suggestions from delegates last year, including a session on insect identification in the field
(thanks to Caitriona Maher from the University of Ireland), and a session on birds in meadows (thanks to
Nick Droy from the RSPB).
Participants spent most of a day at Mottey Meadows SAC, where they honed their plant identification
skills, conducted microtopographic surveys of quadrats and dipwells and downloaded data loggers to
see what the water-tables beneath the meadow had been up to. We also included an additional visit to
the Wall Farm, a site that has received green hay from Mottey Meadows over a number of years and
therefore shows an excellent time series of meadows that are under going restoration. Our host,
Georgina Dobson gave a really good and practical resume of what they have been doing at the farm
and what it has achieved.
We are hoping to run a similar course again next year, dates to be confirmed, so keep an eye on our
website and that of the FSC, who will host the course. If you are interested, please let us know.

Caitriona Maher from the University of
Ireland demonstrates how to catch insects
in a net using a pooter

Levelling in the field demonstrated by
Sue Townsend from the Field Studies
Council

Fritillary counting and a plea for fritillary data

Fritillary counting

Hilary was stuck in Northern Spain due to volcanic eruptions
until hours before the count started, but still managed to turn
up and organise us. Thanks very much to all those who took
part, and if anyone would like to join us next year, please let
me know and I will put you on the list. This year we hired a
mini bus from Milton Keynes to North Meadow and if we have
enough takers next year, we will do the same again.
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This year the Fritillary counting came hot on the heels of the
conference and an open day at North Meadow and it felt for a
while that we ought to take up residence on site.

We are currently having our fritillary count data analysed to see if we can detect any trends over the last
12 years. We hope to look at other fritillary data sets to see if any patterns are repeated across the country
where counts take place. If you count your fritillaries and have some data that is in a format that we could
use, please let me know and we will try and include it in a wider data analysis (subject to funding).
North Meadow Open Day
Once again we helped Natural England to guide a walk around North Meadow as part of their fritillary
flowering guided walks season, and our displays were up in the Cricklade Tea rooms for all to see. Natural
England put a lot of effort into the fritillary flowering period and have recently installed a people counter.
The FMP attended the walks on 24th April and there were 850 people recorded as passing through the
gates that day. The highest count was recorded over the weekend of the 17th/18th April with 1700 people.
This demonstrates how important these sites are to the wider
public and naturalist alike.
Oxford University Farms Open Day
In June, we had a stall at Oxford University Farm’s Open Day.
The event included displays and stalls from a range of
organisations, promotional material for activities on the farm,
and tractor and trailer rides. Over 3000 people attended the
Members of the public get up close to
day and it was very family friendly. We talked to many
see the fritillaries at North Meadow
interested people who have walked around the Oxford
Meadows for many years, and some from further afield. We
spoke to one lady who
remembered that
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before the war she
Members of the FMP talk to the public
used to collect the
at Oxford University Farms Open Day
delicate
quaking grass
from the fields
and using sweet
wrappers, wrap
foil around the tiny
seeds to make
decorations! What
Oxford University Farm Open Day
we did in the days
attracted
over 3000 visitors. The farm
before TV!
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are responsible for managing parts of the
Oxford Meadows SAC.

Mottey Meadows Hay Making festival

Photo:Tim Coleshaw

This year we were invited to attend the Mottey Meadows Hay Festival in Staffordshire. Mottey
Meadows are an SAC and a National Nature Reserve owned and managed by Natural England,
designated for their hugely diverse plant communities, and they are indeed one of the best examples of
the habitat in the UK. Natural England, along with the Friends of Mottey Meadows, (a group of
enthusiastic locals), organised the event and hoped to engage with more of the locals to raise awareness
about the site and generate some enthusiasm.
The event went very well, with guided
walks and a plant ID session. There
were activities aimed at kids, and the
event culminated in a BBQ for the
Friends of Mottey Meadows group in
the evening.
The event was also an important day
for meadow restoration as it marked
the opening ceremony for the purchase
of a new field ‘Weate’s Meadow’ that
fills a critical gap between the two parts
The opening of Weate’s Field (from left to right) Clive Blakemore, whose
of the nature reserve. Weate’s Meadow
family have mown the Meadows for several generations; Sid Marson,
is named after the Weate’s of Wheaton
former owner of several meadows on the NNR who cut the baler twine
Aston who sold it to Natural England in
to open the field; Mr Blakemore, Clive’s uncle, and Wes Weate who sold
2009. The Weate family and others in
Weate’s Meadow to NE & who also chairs the Friends Group
the locality including Sid Marson who
performed the opening ceremony have been responsible for managing the meadows in a very traditional
way and are still closely involved in the management of the site. They handed over the new meadow on
the day of the festival, which will over time see restoration techniques applied in order to encourage
species diversity and link the two parts of the reserve. The FMP will be monitoring the plant communities
on the new field to detect any changes.
Plans for the Friends group in the future include fundraising
events such as a quiz in September and continuing support for
the management of the National Nature Reserve through
practical work and organisation of events.
Guided Walks and site visits
We were asked to participate in a number of guided walks
around the country this year, including one at Clifton Ings and
Rawcliffe Meadows in Yorkshire, one at Ducklington Mead in
Tim Coleshaw from Natural England
Oxfordshire and one at Upper Heyford (a restoration site) in
talks to visitors at Mottey Meadows
Northamptonshire. We are very interested in attending more
walks if it would help to give a national perspective to your local projects (we also have leaflets and other
information we can provide). We also attended and organised 5 site visits across the country in order to
make new contacts, fill in gaps in knowledge and link up with local projects.

Guided walk at Clifton Ings and
Rawcliffe Meadows, York
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Site visit to Loughborough Big
Meadow,owned by the Leicestershire
and Rutland Wildlife Trust

Floodplain Meadows Partnership leaflets
Last year the Environment Agency kindly provided funds towards
the production of two leaflets. We have worked closely with the Field
Studies Council and our Steering group to produce these and it has
taken us just under a year to have them written, designed and printed.
We think they were worth the wait.
1. Guide to Floodplain Meadows
This is a full scale Field Studies Council fold-out guide that will
become one of the FSC regular series of guides. It shows the most
typical plant species of the floodplain meadow community using some
lovely artwork. Plants are arranged in the layout according to their
tolerance to flooding, so you can see at a glance where your plant sits
and from that perhaps work out what the hydrological regime is on
your site. On the reverse of the guide, we have provided some more
detail about the species’ tolerance to drought and flooding, as well
as information on their fertility preferences. This guide is a technical
leaflet and so also provides information on management issues, including suggestions on how to deal
with problems plants, and what different indicator plants can tell you about the site and its trajectory of
change. We hope you will be able to use these to help guide management on sites.
2. Plants of Floodplain Meadows
The second leaflet is a non-laminated leaflet aimed at introducing the general
public to floodplain meadows with pictures of 21 key species. They are great
to hand out on guided walks to encourage people to identify plants and think
more about them.
Both are available on request from the Floodplain Meadows Partnership. If
you would like a copy of either, please contact Michelle Duke
(m.duke@open.ac.uk) with your postal address.

In brief and updates
Meadows Database…an update Low Ground pressure machines: a recent issue of ‘Conservation
Land Management’ (Winter 20098 vol 7 No 4, pages 10-13) includes
Our data base of botanical and
an article on a similar machine to the one we wrote about in the last
hydrological data went ‘live’ this
issue; the FenAll Track. Contact Chris Gerrard (chris.gerrard@wildspring. With over 2 million weekly lifebcnp.org ) or Alan Bowley (Alan.bowley@naturalengland.org.uk )
water table depth measurements for more information.
from 18 sites we will be able to
RSPB join our Steering Group and respond to an article in the last
understand better the
newsletter about flooding earthworms. They say:
relationships between soil water
and plant communities.
Ever since RSPB did some work in the Broads (carried out by
A major revision of the MG4
Malcolm Ausden), we have been aware of the problems of flooding
communities is also well
for earthworms. A key problem here is that re-wetting of fields due to
underway and we aim to visit
AES management was causing declines in earthworms which had
many sites next year to test it out.
become more akin to terrestrial assemblages due to a long period
In the meanwhile we hope to
of dry conditions on the ‘wet’ grasslands. It could take a long time
publish the data in an
to re-establish earthworm assemblages that are adapted to wetter
international journal before
conditions, so the management answer is, if possible, to leave some
populating it more widely.
(naturally higher) parts of the fields drier in winter to provide
earthworm refuges – the worms can then colonise the rest of the
Watch this space for more info...
fields after flooding.

New Floodplain Meadows Partnership website launched: never
mind spring/autumn watch, how about MEADOW WATCH
Stop press....finally our new look website has been launched (kindly funded by the Open University and
the Environment Agency, so we extend our thanks to them). We have a plant quiz, a virtual walk,
information and links for management and restoration, a research zone and summary of documents that
may be of interest. Please note, many areas of this site are still under development, and it should only
improve with time as we add more and more material.
MEADOW MAP
A major component of the
new website is the
Meadow Map. This is a
Google based map of all
floodplain meadow sites
that we are aware of.
Undoubtedly there will be
more - please let us know
of sites you would like to
see on there. We are also
very happy to include
restoration sites.
If you follow the dots for
an individual site, you can
find out if there is formal
public access to the site,
links to external websites giving you more detail, whether the Floodplain Meadows Partnership hold any
information about the site and access reports, videos and photos if there are any uploaded.
You can add your own site, and add more information about a site if you wish. We can upload reports,
photos, videos and comments about any site. If you have delved into the archives for a site or have a
management plan, or old and new photos, which you would like to share, consider putting it all onto the
Meadow Map. We think this could be a really unique online reference for a specific habitat, enabling you
to find out what others are doing on their meadows and what they are finding.
MEADOW WATCH
Far more fun than Autumn/Spring Watch and useful to science at the same time. Who could ask for
more? Have a look at what is happening on a regular basis in your meadow, whether you own it,
manage it, or just walk through it. Please note however, if you are not the landowner you should always
obtain their permission before you wander into a site and start making comments on it.
We would like you to note down when the site floods, when the hay was cut (if at all), whether problem
species might be seen to be increasing, what type of stock were used to graze the site, and when. All of
this information is really useful to understand how meadows function and how plant communities change
in response to all these different factors. It is especially useful on sites where the plant communities,
and/or hydrology are being monitored as it helps to complete the picture. It is also lots of fun walking
through a meadow regularly throughout the year, as they change so dramatically and continuously.
Why not follow the links next to the Meadow Map to enter your management information and
observations and let me know if it works........
MEADOW MEMORIES
We woud also like to collect your meadow memories and experiences...let us know anything you
remember that might be of interest.

Science corner....The Great Sedge Debate
Carex acuta, C. acutiformis, C. riparia, C. x hybrids....which pond sedge
is it and does it really matter anyway?

Carex acutiformis (easily
mistaken for C. acuta or
C. riparia)

There are a number of different views on the value of these sedges in
meadows. Some say that they are a valuable addition to the flora and
provide habitat for some invertebrates, others that the hybrids that occur
are seen as rarities and should be protected. Many floodplain meadow
enthusiasts, owners and managers however, are horrified at the sight
of large swathes of sedges marching across a previously species-rich
meadow. So what is happening?
Well most obviously, monocultures of sedge reduce the diversity of other
more delicate plants on a meadow; previously species-rich meadows
can become species-poor sedge beds in a matter of one or two years if
the right conditions prevail. This is a worrying loss of biodiversity as the
total area of species rich floodplain meadow in the UK is tiny (less than
1500 ha).
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Importantly, sedges do not make palatable hay and so sedge based hay is of limited value to the farmer.
This can result in a site becoming unmanaged and then unmanageable. So not only is the direct loss of
species a problem, but the breakdown in the farming system that supports these habitats can become a
longer term and more intractable problem.
Many of the smaller sedges, such as Carex panicea (carnation), C. nigra (common) and C. flacca
(glaucous) are typical components of meadow flora. They are very sensitive to changes in water
regime and fertility and as such can give us a lot of information about a site.
However, in certain conditions, it
seems that some of the bulkier
Cut twice in the
Cut once in the
sedges such as C. acuta
previous year
previous year
(slender tufted), C. acutiformis
(lesser pond), and C. disticha
(brown) can become dominant.
During periods of wetter
summers, combined with
relatively low nutrient soils, it
seems that these sedges can
‘get away’.
We are observing changes at a
number of sites where sedges
are seen to be a significant
problem in terms of
management and species loss,
including running some
management trials looking at
whether there are good robust
control mechanisms for
reducing the vigour of
these species. One
such option is to try a
second (and possibly
even a third) cut in
sedge areas later in
the summer.

Part of the Lower Derwent Valley in Yorkshire where
a second cut is being trialled. The area that was only
cut once appears to have a much more vigorous growth
with more flowering heads on the sedges.

