The project team
The project team is hosted by the Open
University, and we are Professor David
Gowing (Project Director), Hilary Wallace
(Research Co-ordinator) and Emma
Rothero (Outreach Co-ordinator). The
Co-ordinator posts operate on a job share
basis. The Research Co-ordinator is
responsible for developing the ‘Meadows’
database, running the annual survey
programme, interpreting data and producing
scientific papers. The Outreach
Co-ordinator is responsible for finding
funding, setting up workshops and courses,
liaising with a wide range of partners and
stakeholders and promoting the project.

Contact details
Floodplain Meadows Partnership
Department of Life Sciences
The Open University
P.O.Box 75
Walton Hall
Milton Keynes
MK7 6AL
Floodplain-Meadows-Project@open.ac.uk
www.floodplainmeadows.org.uk

Project funding
The project has received funding for 3 years
from the Esmée Fairburn Foundation, and
previously from the Garfield Weston
Foundation. It is hoped to extend the project
for at least 10 years and there is currently
a funding shortfall within the project. If you
would like to help fund the project please do
get in touch.
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To identify, investigate, protect
and enhance species-rich
floodplain meadows

Meadow communities change across the
hydrological gradient

redshank and curlew,
and are home to a
great many insect
species including
dragonflies,
damselflies,
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butterflies and moths. talking to site managers and
owners.

Rare fritillaries, found on
less than 20 sites in the
UK.

What are floodplain meadows?
Wet wildflower meadows are one of the most
biodiverse habitats in the UK. They are rich in
plants such as great burnet, meadowsweet,
knapweed, marsh marigold and oxeye daisy.
They also support some very rare plants such
as the sought after snake’s head fritillary,
found on less than 20 sites in the UK. They
provide breeding sites for birds such as

Such meadows used
to be widespread and would have been typical
of most lowland river floodplains. However 98%
of wildflower meadows were destroyed in the
second part of the 20th century and losses
continue today. Agricultural intensification,
housing development, minerals extraction and
flood alleviation are all partly responsible and
there are now thought
to be less than 1000 ha
of this very special
habitat left. This is
smaller than London’s
smallest borough of
Kensington and
Chelsea!
Marsh marigold (Caltha
palustris) within floodplain
meadow

At the Open University, scientists have been
working on species-rich meadows for many
years, looking at how they respond to the
climate, different levels of nutrients,
atmospheric pollution and changes in soil
wetness. This work has shown how biodiversity
responds to even subtle changes. Today, we
recognise the importance of meadows, not just
as wildlife-rich pockets, but also for their role in
helping to store floodwaters, their high
quality hay, a haven for pollinating insects and
as a focus for local communities.

The Partnership
The Floodplain Meadows Partnership aims to
bring scientists together with site managers,
landowners, local communities and policy
makers to secure the long term protection of
this habitat. We hope to encourage others to
undertake species-rich floodplain meadow
restoration and recreation and to promote their
special wildlife value.

We would like to undertake further
monitoring and analysis, look at meadow
restoration projects from around the country
and share what we find with a range of
professionals, local communities and others.

Great burnet (Sanguisorba
officinalis). A classic species
of wet hay meadows.

